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Soroptimist International of Harrisburg, PA Inc 
Soroptimist International of the Americas, Inc. 
North Atlantic Region 
District IV  

Chartered June 1, 1938 
           Making a difference for Women since 1921 

The vision of SI is: 
To be a Global Voice for women through 

awareness, advocacy and action. 
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2020-2021 OFFICERS & 
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President:  MaryBeth Lehtimaki 
Vice President:  
             PLEASE CONSIDER 
Recording Secretary: 
                M. Susan Wolfe 
Corresponding Secretary: 
                Patti Krow 
Treasurer: Alice Lubrecht   
      
Directors: 
Billie Hawk         2020-22 
Renee Jones        2020-22 
Carol A. Colyer   2020-21 
 
Delegates: 
Joan Gibson         2020-21 
Sally Straining     2020-21 

 
 

 Is it October already?  It seems that time is going 
faster all the time.  As we begin to feel and experience the 
scents and sights of Fall the apples, pumpkins, and spices, 
I hope all are well.  This year we are presented with a 
splendor of color which will be short lived I hope you have 
an opportunity to take a ride and enjoy all the yellow, 
orange, and occasional red.  If not look out your window 
often and enjoy the splendor.  COVID 19 is keeping many 
of us in. 
 

It was nice seeing many of you at the September 
dinner.  We have a new home for the season thanks To 
Billie and the Faith Immanuel Presbyterian Church.  We 
had a chance to share experiences with one another and 
make cards and bags for Caitlin’s Smiles.  Our calendar is 
set through February.  If you have ideas to complete the 
year, please share them with us.  In the meantime, we hope 
you will enjoy what we will offer.  Again, I know you will 
be generous in your response to our service projects. 
 
Enjoy the time left to be outdoors and be safe.  Wear a 
mask and social distance.  Marybeth  
 

DATE:  October 27, 2020 
TIME:  6:30 P.M. 
PLACE:  Faith Immanuel 
Presbyterian Church 

Members who plan to attend the 
dinner meeting MUST notify  
Carol Ann Colyer (540-1278 or 
ccacolyer@aol.com by 6 PM  
the Wednesday before meeting 

 

MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT MARYBETH 

Soroptimist International of Harrisburg PA - P O Box 61971 Harrisburg PA  17106 

 

 

October   
2020 Issue 

      October Invocation 
Billie Hawk 

 

OCTOBER 
PROGRAM: 
“Justice Bell”  
Shirley McCormick 
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OCTOBER SPEAKER 
 

To celebrate 100 
years of Women 
Voting, our 
speaker in 
October will be 
Shirley 

McCormick from the League of 
Women Voters.  She will be talking 
about the Justice Bell. 
 
OCTOBER COLLECTIONS 
This month our 
collection will be to 
the Loaves and 
Fishes part of 
Santa’s Shop 
operated by the 
Paxton Church.   Close to 
Christmas they gather 
supplies and make up gift bags for 
150 women in Harrisburg shelters. 
They are looking for donations of: 
  
 Toiletries any size 
 Women's stretchy gloves 
 Women's warm hats and 

scarves 
 Women's new socks, all kinds 
 New wallets and cosmetic bags 
 2021 calendars 
 Hershey bars 
 Prayer booklets, tiny Bibles, 

inspiration booklets 
 New tote bags (grocery, cloth, 

any brand) 
 
Sally Straining is willing to deliver all 
donations. 
 
 

 
2020-2021 ROSTERS 
 
If you did not 
receive your new 
club roster, it will 
be in your folder in 
the mailbox.  If you 
want additional 
copies, see Alice.  Cost is $3 each 
additional copy. 
 
 
BOSCOV’S 

FRIENDS HELPING 
FRIENDS   

 
Thank you for participating in this 
fundraising event.  Renee will be 
announcing the amount raised once it is 
received.   
 
Fundraising in the Time of COVID-19 
We need to plan a new fundraiser for 
the 2020- 21 year. Do you have an 
idea? 
 

GIANT, KARNS & WEIS 
CARDS 

Treat a senior 
citizen, a family 
member and or give 

a gift to a family or individual in need 
of assistance.  Grocery cards can be 
purchased in the amount of $10, $20, 
$25, $50 and $100 for Karns, Weis 
and Giant Gift Cards by contacting 
Jacalyn Speaks at jcspeaks@aol.com 
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING 
EVENTS:      

 
 
 
 
 

 
October 27 SI Harrisburg Dinner 

Meeting 
November 10 SI Harrisburg Board 
November 24         SI Harrisburg Dinner 

Meeting 
 
 
 
LIVE YOUR DREAM 
 

We received 
two 
applications so 
far for this 
award.  The 
award assists 
women in 
obtaining 
skills and 

education needed to improve their 
employment status.  To be eligible, 
applicants must be a female head of 
household attending an under-
graduate degree program or a 
vocational/skills training program 
and need financial aid.  Our club is  
offering two awards:  The first-place 
winner receives $1,000 and the  
Second-place winner receives $800.   
In addition, the winner advances to 
the Regional and Federation levels to 
complete for additional awards.  
There is a link is on the club website 
or submit directly to 
https://www.soroptimist.org/our-

work/live-your-dream-awards/apply-
for-the-live-your-dream-
awards.html.  Completed applications 
with the two references must be 
received by November 15th.   
 

100TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 

Given the global nature of the 
Soroptimist 100th Anniversary 
Celebration, our member 
demographics, 
the reality of 
physical 
distancing, the 
state of the travel 
and hospitality 
industries and 
the uncertain 
duration of these conditions, SIA has 
decided not to move forward with an 
in-person celebration at the Fairmont 
San Francisco Hotel in October 2021.  
Even without this event, we will still 
have many opportunities to celebrate 
our bright past and our brilliant 
future! Stay tuned for more 
information.  
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
AWARENESS MONTH 

October is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month.  Did you know 

that over 
half of 
Live Your 
Dream 
Awards 
recipients 

identify as survivors of abuse?  
Thanks to the compassionate support 
of Soroptimists, 97% of these women 
are now living safely.  Through access 
to education, you can invest in a 
woman’s dreams and help her break 
the cycle of poverty and violence for 
good.   

 

Amendment of SIA’s BY-LAWS 

Your Board is in the process of 
reviewing the 
proposed SIA 
By-Laws.  
The draft is 
21 pages long 
and we will 
be bringing a proposal to a business 
meeting.  The club vote must go 
through a special voting portal no 
later than December 10; a unique link 
was sent to the club president and 
treasurer to do this.  

 

 

 

 

Make a Plan for Voting!  Our 
women ancestors fought for 
our right to vote so we need to 
exert that right! 

 

NAR LEADERSHIP Training 

NAR is hosting a ZOOM meeting by 
districts to conduct leadership 
training.  District 4 Presidents and 
Treasurers are scheduled for Friday, 
October 23 from 7 to 8 p.m. 

 

Change of Address for 
former SI Harrisburg 
member, Betty Ann O’Brien: 
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WHO ARE SOROPTIMISTS 

 
Soroptimists are women of all ages, 
cultures, and ethnic groups. They are 
working moms and single women, 
small business owners and corporate 
executives, attorneys, teachers and 
physicians. Soroptimists are leaders 
across all professional disciplines that 
also serve as role models for younger 
women at the beginning of their 
careers. The common thread that 
connects all Soroptimists is the desire 
to make a difference for others 
through volunteer service. 
 
Soroptimist International of the 
Americas (SIA) is part of Soroptimist 
International, the world’s  

 
 
 
largest classified service organization 
for executive and professional women. 
 
The Harrisburg Club’s mission is to 
use our time, talents and resources to 
advance the status of women and 
children. To accomplish this mission, 
we establish and support specific 
projects to address the needs locally, 
regionally and internationally. 
 
We are on the web at: 
www.harrisburgsoroptimist.org 
 
 
SOROPTIGRAM  DEADLINE:   
Deadline the first Wednesday of month. 

 
 

SOROPTIMIST PLEDGE 
 

I pledge allegiance to Soroptimist and to 
the ideals for which it stands. 
The Sincerity of Friendship 

The Joy of Achievement 
The Dignity of Service 

The Integrity of Profession 
The Love of Country 

I will put forth my greatest effort to 
promote, uphold and defend these ideals, 

For the larger fellowship in home, in 
society, in business, for Country and God. 
                  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Editor:  Alice Lubrecht 

Associate Editor:  Carol Ann Colyer 
 

 
 


